
Welcome to a service of  

Holy Communion 

Epiphany  

5th January 2025 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you, 

and also with you. 

Angels from the realms of glory 

Prayer of preparation 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Invitation to confession 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 

Let us confess our sins. 

cf Titus 2.11-14 

Confession 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 

we have wandered and strayed from your ways 

like lost sheep. 

We have followed too much the devices and desires 

of our own hearts. 

We have offended against your holy laws. 

We have left undone those things 

that we ought to have done; 

and we have done those things 

that we ought not to have done; 

and there is no health in us. 

But you, O Lord,  

have mercy upon us sinners. 

Spare those who confess their faults. 

Restore those who are penitent, 

according to your promises  

declared to mankind 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



And grant, O most merciful Father,  

for his sake, 

that we may live a disciplined,  

righteous and godly life, 

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

Absolution 

May God who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 

forgive you your sins 

and make you holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 



you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

The Collect 

The Collect is said, and the people respond: 

Amen. 

  



Readings 

Isaiah 60.1–6 or Ephesians 3. 1 - 12 

 

At the end: 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

As with gladness men of old 

Gospel Reading 

Matthew 2. 1 - 12 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord  

Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the end:  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ 

https://tinyurl.com/r44x2xx7
https://tinyurl.com/yfu596wa
https://tinyurl.com/5bbxkr9x


Sermon 

The First Noel 

Profession of faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  



Prayers of Intercession 

These responses may be used: 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

The Peace 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there shall be no end. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Brightest and Best 

Preparation of the Table 

Lord, accept your people’s gifts, not gold, frankincense or 

myrrh, but hearts and voices raised in praise 

of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 



Eucharistic prayer A 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty creator, ever-living God, 

through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 

for at this time we celebrate your glory 

made present in our midst. 

 

In the coming of the magi 

the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 

In the waters of baptism 

Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 

the Saviour sent to redeem us. 

In the water made wine 

the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 

 

Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 



 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

 



Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 



bring us to light and life. 

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

During administration 

  



Prayer After Communion 

The President prays after communion, and the people respond: 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 

Notices 

• Diary of the week’s events 

• Invitation to join Confirmation classes ahead of the service on 

23rd February 2025. 

The Blessing 

Christ, who by his incarnation  

gathered into one, 

things earthly and heavenly, 

fill you with peace and goodwill 

and make you partakers of the divine nature; 

and the blessing … 



Lord Jesus Christ: Living Lord 

The Dismissal 

One in heart and one in mind, 

and empowered by the Spirit, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  

Amen. 

Exit Music: Go tell it on the mountain 
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