
Welcome to  

a service of Holy Communion 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

22nd December 2024 

The Greeting 

Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 

and also with you. 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 

Lord Jesus, light of the world,  

blessed is Gabriel, who brought good news;  

blessed is Mary, your mother and ours.  

Bless your Church preparing for Christmas;  

and bless us your children, who long for your coming.  

Amen. 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending 

Prayer of preparation 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 



that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Invitation to confession 

When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 

and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 

Confession 

Heavenly Father, 

you exalted the humble and meek: 

give us humble and contrite hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 



Lord Jesus, 

you grew towards birth in the Virgin’s womb: 

be planted also in our hearts and lives. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Holy Spirit, 

you overshadowed Mary, 

that she might become the God-bearer: 

fill us with your heavenly gifts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Collect 

The Collect is said, and the people respond: 

Amen. 



Readings 

Micah 5.2–5a or Hebrews 10.5–10 

 

At the end: 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Purify my heart/Refiner’s Fire 

Gospel Reading 

Luke 1.39–45 [46–55] 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord  

Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the end:  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ 

Sermon 

Tell out my soul 

  

https://tinyurl.com/ypawh94d
https://tinyurl.com/bdabfuux
https://tinyurl.com/mr3zj5vb


Profession of faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

This response may be used: 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

 

At the end: 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. 

Amen 



The Peace 

In the tender mercy of our God, 

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

cf Luke 1.78,79 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

I will sing the wondrous story 

Preparation of the Table 

As this bread was scattered 

and then gathered and made one, 

so may your Church be gathered into your kingdom. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

 

Wisdom has built her a house; 

she has mixed her wine; she has set her table. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

 

  



Eucharistic prayer A 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

He is the one foretold by all the prophets, 

whom the Virgin Mother bore with love beyond all telling. 

 

John the Baptist was his herald 

and made him known when at last he came. 

In his love Christ fills us with joy 

as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 

so that when he comes again he may find us watching in prayer, 

our hearts filled with wonder and praise. 

 

And so, with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your glory, 

and join in their unending hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 



Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 



Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 



now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 



During administration 

Prayer After Communion 

The President prays, and the people respond: 

Amen. 

 

We thank you, Lord, 

that you have fed us in this sacrament, 

united us with Christ, 

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

prepared for all peoples. 

Amen. 

Notices 

The Blessing 

May God the Father, 

who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son, 

give you grace to prepare for life eternal. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Son, 

who comes to us as redeemer and judge, 

reveal to you the path from darkness to light. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ, 

help you bear the fruits of holiness. 

Amen. 



And the blessing… 

Go tell it on the mountain 

The Dismissal 

As we await our coming Saviour, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  

Amen. 

Exit Music 
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